MLA DOCUMENTATION STYLE

Citing Sources

Section 1: Parenthetical references – crediting sources in the body of your essay.


The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers suggests giving credit to your sources in the body of your research paper rather than in footnotes or endnotes. To give credit in your paper, do the following:

· Insert the appropriate information (usually author and page number) in parentheses (brackets) after the words or ideas borrowed from another source.

· Place the parenthetical reference where a pause would naturally occur to avoid disrupting the flow of your writing (usually at the end of a sentence).

· Make sure that the sources cited in your paper are also listed in the works-cited section of your paper.

One Author: Citing a Complete Work


No parenthetical reference is needed if you identify the author in your text (see first example below). However, you must give the author’s last name in a parenthetical reference if it is not mentioned in the text (See the second entry below.) A parenthetical reference should use the name by which the work is listed in the works-cited section – whether that is the author, editor, translator, speaker, artist, or some other person.


With Author in Text (This is the preferred way of citing a complete work.)

In Confederates in the Attic, Tony Horowitz explains how the Civil War remains alive in the South.


Without Author in Text

Confederates in the Attic explains how the Civil War remains alive in the South (Horowitz).

One Author: Citing Part of a Work

List the necessary page numbers in parentheses if you borrow words or ideas from a particular work. Leave a space between the author’s last name and page reference. No punctuation is needed.

With Author in Text

According to Winchester, no English dictionary existed at the time Shakespeare wrote his plays. (80)

Without Author in Text
No English dictionary existed at the time Shakespeare wrote his plays (Winchester 80).

Two or Three Authors of the same work


Give the last names of every author in the same order that they appear in the works-cited section. (The correct order of the authors’ names can be found on the title page of the book.)

With Author in Text

According to Carlson, Eisenstate, and Ziporyn, a frequent cause of  depression in middle-aged women is the care of elderly parents with failing health (198).

Without Author in Text
Samuel Moore Walton, founder of Wal-Mart, owed much of his ambition for success to the fact that he grew up during the Depression (Vance and Scott 1).


More Than Three Authors of the same work


Give the first author’s last name as it appears in the works-cited section followed by et al. or and others with no punctuation in between.

Methane gas trapped in ice crystals on the seafloor may be an important source of fuel in the future (Seuss et al. 80).

Corporate Author


If a book or other work was written by a committee or task force, it said to have corporate author. If the corporate name is long, include it in the text (rather than in parentheses) to avoid disrupting the flow of your writing. Use a shortened form of the name in the text and in references after the full name has been used at least once. For example, Task Force may be used for Task Force on Education for Economic Growth after the full name has been used at least once.

The thesis of the Task Force’s report is that economic success depends on our ability to improve large-scale education and training as quickly as possible (14).

An Anonymous Book (Work)


When there is no author listed, give the title or a shortened version of the title as it appears in the works-cited section. 

The Information Please Almanac states that drinking water can make up 20 percent or more a person’s total exposure to lead (572). [No page numbers are needed for single-page articles or nonprint sources.]

One or More Works in a Reference


Cite each work as you normally would; separate the references with a semicolon.

Biographers point to the perfect match of Katharine Hepburn’s own character with that of Jo March, the part she played in the 1933 movie Little Women (Edwards 109; Morley 51).

Two or More Works by the Same Author

If the works-cited page lists two or more works by the same author, you will need more than just the author’s last name in your parenthetical reference. Give the author’s last name (unless it appears in the text), the title or a shortened version of the title, and the page reference.


The German foxholes dug during World War II were almost always deeper than the American foxholes Ambrose, Citizen Soldiers 257).

Indirect Source (someone’s remarks published secondhand)

If you cite an indirect source, give the abbreviation qtd. in (quoted in) before the indirect source in your reference.

Desmond Tutu, speaking of the struggle against South African apartheid, said, “Our cause in just and noble. That is why it will prevail and bring victory to us” (qtd. in duBoulay 223).

Literary Works: Prose


To cite literary prose works, list more than the page reference if the work is available in several editions. Give the page reference first, and then add a chapter, section, or book number in abbreviated form after a semicolon.



In Cry, the Beloved Country, Alan Paton presents Steven Kumalo as “a man who lives in a world not made for him, whose own world is slipping away, dying, being destroyed, beyond recall” (14; ch. 3).


When you are quoting prose that takes more than four typed lines, indent each line of the quotation 10 spaces and double-space it. In this case, you put the parenthetical citation (the pages and chapter numbers) outside the end punctuation mark of the quotation itself. Skip two spaces before you begin the citation.

Kumalo would describe the land as he wanted his sister to remember it, beautiful and inviting. Then suddenly his missing son would darken his thoughts and feelings about the land:

And then in one fraction of time the hills with the deep melodious names stood out waste and desolate beneath the pitiless sun, the streams ceased to run, the cattle moved thin and listless over the red and rootless earth. It was a place of old women and mothers and children, form each house4 something was gone. His voice would falter and die away, and eh would fall silent and must. (61; ch. 10)

Literary Works: Verse (Plays and Poems)

Cite verse (plays and poems) by divisions (act, scene, canto, book, part) and lines; use periods to separate the various parts. For short quotations of verse, use a diagonal to show where each new line of verse begins.

When she learns that Romeo is a Montague, Juliet exclaims, “My only love, sprung from my only hate! / Too early seen unknown, and known too late!” (1.5.138-139).

Verse quotations of more than three lines should be indented 10 spaces and double-spaced, Each line of the poem or play begins a new line of the quotation; do not run the lines together or separate them with diagonals. Separate lines with diagonals only within the main text of your paper. 

In “Song of Myself,” poet Walt Whitman proclaims to belong to everyone:

           I am of old and young, of the foolish as much as the wise,


Regardless of others, ever regardful of others,


Maternal as well as paternal, a child as well as a man,


Stuffed with the stuff that is coarse, and stuffed with the stuff


    that is fine,... (16: 326-329)

Section 2: Works-Cited List – crediting sources in the bibliography at the end of your essay.
WORKS-CITED LIST: Overview

The works-cited section lists all of the sources you have cited in your paper. It does not include sources you may have read but did not cite in your paper. The works-cited list follows the format below.

Page numbers and Title: Begin your list of works cited on a new page (the next page after the text), and number each page, continuing to number from the last page of the text.

· Type your last name and the page number in the same position as on the text pages.

· Centre the title Works Cited one inch from the top. Double-space everything.

Entries: Begin each entry flush with the left margin. If the entry runs more than one line, indent additional lines five spaces.

· Double-space between all lines on the page of works cited.

· Single-space between words and after punctuation marks in a works-cited entry.

· List each entry alphabetically by the author’s last name. If there is not author, use the first word o f the title. Disregard A, An, The.)

Format: The models below show you basic formats for citing books, periodicals, and on-line resources.

Format for a Book Entry


Author’s last name, First name. Book Title. City: Publisher, date.

Format for a Periodical Entry


Author’s last name, First name. “Article.” Periodical Title date: page nos.

Format for an On-Line Entry


Author’s last name, First name. Title.” Information on print version (if any). Site title. Date posted or last updated. Sponsor. Date accessed. <Electronic address>.

WORKS-CITED ENTRIES

Books

One Author


Zubrin, Robert J. Entering Space: Creating a Spacefaring Civilisation. 



New York: Tarcher/Putnam, 1999.

Two or Three Authors


Diehl, Daniel, and Mark Donnelly. Medieval Furniture: Plans and Instructions for 


Historical Reproductions. Mechanicsburg: Stackpole, 1999.

More Than Three Authors


Roberts, Simon, et al. The Complete Java 2 Certification Study Guide. Alameda: 


Sybex, 1999.

Two or More Books by the Same Authors


List the books alphabetically according to title. After the first entry, substitute three 
hyphens for the author’s name.


Greenburg, Jan, and Sandra Jordan. The American Eye: Eleven Artists of the 


Twentieth Century. New York: Delacorte, 1995.

---. The Painter’s Eye: Learning to Look at Contemporary American Art. New 


York:
Delacorte, 1991.
A Corporate Group Author

Wisconsin Taxpayers’ Alliance. School Facts ’99. Madison: Wisconsin Taxpayers’ 
Alliance, 1999.
An Anonymous Book


1999 People Weekly Almanac. New York: Cader, 1998.
A Single Work from an Anthology


Paley, Grace. “A Warning.” Telling and Remembering: A Century of  American 


Jewish Poetry. Ed. Steven J. Rubin. Boston: Beacon, 1997.
NOTE: If you cite a complete anthology, begin the entry with the editor(s).


Rubin, Steven J., ed. Telling and Remembering: A Century of  American 



Jewish Poetry.  Boston: Beacon, 1997.

A Multivolume Work


Bianco, David P., ed. Parents Aren’t Supposed to Like It: Rock and Other Pop 


Musicians of the 1990s. Vol. 3. Detroit: UXL-Gale, 1998.

NOTE: If you cite two or more volumes in a multivolume work, give the total number of volumes after the title.

Hipple, Ted, ed. Writers for Young Adults.  3 vols. New York: Scribner’s 1997.

An Introduction, a Preface, a Foreward, or an Afterword


Callan, Edward. Introduction. Cry, the Beloved Country. By Alan Paton.  New 


York: Macmillan, 1987. xv-xxvii.
NOTE: Give only the author’s last name after By if he or she is the author of the piece cited and the complete work.


Weir, Alison. Preface. The Life of Elizabeth I. By Weir. New York: Ballantine, 



1998. xi-xii.

Cross Reference


To avoid unnecessary repetition when citing two or more entries from a larger collection, you may cite the collection once with complete publication information (see Martz). 


Ashley, Mary anne. “Gracefully Afraid.” Martz 79-88.


Barnhill, Sarah. “Near Places, Far Places.” Martz 23-37.


Martz, Sandra, ed. When I Am an Old Woman I Shall Ear Purple. Watsonville: 


Papier-Mache, 1991.

An Edition


An edition may refer to the particular publication you are citing, as in “the 3rd edition.” But “edition” may also refer to the work of one person that is prepared by another person, and editor. 


Netter, Frank H. Atlas of Human Anatomy. 2nd ed. East Hanover: Novartis, 1997.

A Translation


Turgenev, Ivan Sergevich. Fathers and Sons. Trans. Michael R. Katz. New York: 


Norton, 1994.

An Article in a Reference Book


It is not necessary to give full publication information for familiar reference works (encyclopedias and dictionaries). For these titles, list only the edition (if available) and the publication year. If an article is initialed, check the index of authors (in the opening section of each volume) for the author’s full name.


Pettigrew, Thomas F. “Racism.” The World Book Encyclopedia. 1998 ed.


“Pyrrho.” The Encyclopedia Americana. International ed. 1995.

Pamphlet with No Author or Publication Information Stated


If it is known, list the country of publication [in brackets]. Use n.p. (after the colon) for ‘no publisher given” and n.d. for “no date given.”


Pedestrian Safety. [United States]: n.p., n.d.
Signed Pamphlet

Treat a pamphlet as you would a book.

Dye, Christina. Cocaine: Waking Up to a Nightmare. Phoenix: Do It Now Foundation, 1989.

Government Publication


State the name of the government (country, state, etc.) followed by the name of the agency.


United States. National Institute on Drug Abuse. Preventing Drug Use Among Children and Adolescents. Bethesda: NIH, 1997.

A Book in a Series


Give the series name and number (if any) before the publication information.


Ethan, Eric. Colors of the Sea: Coral Reef Feeders. Imagination Library Series. 


Milwaukee: Gareth Stevens, 1997.

A Publisher’s Imprint


The name of a publisher’s imprint appears above the publisher’s name on the title page. Give the imprint followed by a hyphen and the name of the publisher (“Signet-NAL” in the example below).


Solzhenitsyn, Aleksandr. One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich. Trans. Ralph 


Parker. New York: Signet-NAL, 1963.
NOTE: If more than one city is listed for a publisher, list the first one.

A Book with a Title Within a Title


If a title contains a title normally in quotation marks, keep the quotation marks and underline the entire title.


Davison, Peter. “Barn Fever” and other Poems. New York: Atheneum, 1981.

NOTE: If the title contains a title normally underlined, do not underline it in your entry, as in this example: A Tale of Two Cities as History.

WORKS-CITED ENTRIES

Periodicals
Signed Article in a Magazine

Anderson, Kelli. “Going to the Dawgs.” Sports Illustrated 15 Nov. 1999: 116-19.
Unsigned Article in a Magazine

“Seven Tips About Portable Generators.” Consumer Reports Nov. 1999: 10.
An Article in a Scholarly Journal

Wu, Kelvin K. S., Ofer Lahav, and Martin J. Rees. “The Large-Scale Smoothness of 

the Universe.” Nature  397 (1999): 225-30.

NOTE: Journals are usually issued four times a year. Number 397 refers to the volume. The issue number is not needed if the page numbers in a volume continue from one issue to the next (as in the example above). If the page numbers start over with each issue, then put a full stop between the volume number and issue number: 397:2.

Letter to the Editor


Scruggs, Jan Craig. Letter. USA Today 12 Nov. 2006: A14.
Signed Newspaper Article

Mullen, William. “Dinosaur Bones in Sahara Prove a Monster Find.” London 


Evening Standard 12 Nov. 2005, late ed., sec. 1: 1+.
NOTE: Cite the edition of a major daily newspaper (if given) after the date (12 Nov. 1999, late ed.). To cite an article in a lettered section of the newspaper, list the section before the page number. (For example, A4 would refer to page 4 in section A of the newspaper.) If the sections are numbered, however, use a comma after the year; then indicate sec 1, 2, 3, etc., followed by a colon and the page number.

Unsigned Newspaper Article


“Toyota to Team Up with Dealer Network to Sell Cars on Web.” Wall Street 


Journal 12 Nov. 2003: B5

NOTE: If the city is not included in the name of a local newspaper you are citing, include the city name in brackets: Evening Post [Birmingham].

A Review


Iyer, Pico. “Inner Visions: Time’s Former Editor Faces Up to Going Blind.” Rev. of 

Twilight, by Henry Grunwald. Time 15 Feb. 2006: 110.

Published Interview


Matthews, Dave. “Dave Matthews.” By Tom Moon. Rolling Stone 2 Sept. 2001: 64.

NOTE: Type the work Interview after the interviewee’s name if the interview is untitled.

A Title or Quotation Within an Article’s Title

Lahr, John, “Dancing with Shades: A New Version of ‘The Dead’ Puts the Music 


First.” New Yorker 8 Nov. 1999: 96-98.
WORKS-CITED ENTRIES

Other Sources
Television or Radio Program

“An Interview with Elton John.” Barbara Walters’ Special. ABC. WISN, Milwaukee. 21 Mar. 1994.

Sound Recording

May, Brian. Back to the Light.  EMI Records, 1992. 

NOTE: If you are not using a compact disc, indicate the medium (audiotape, audiocassette, or LP for long-playing record) just before the maufacturer’s name: LP. EMI Records, 1992. 
Publication on CD-ROM, Diskette, or Magnetic Tape

“Boxer Rebellion.” Microsoft Encarta 03 Encyclopedia. CD-ROM. 2003 ed. 



Redmond: Microsoft, 2003.

Recorded Interview


Keating, Helena. Interview. Twenty-First Century Classrooms. Dir. Edwin Feidler. 

Videocassette. Learner’s Warehouse, 1997.
DVD, Videocassette, Filmstrip, Slide Program


Going Back: A Return to Vietnam. Videocassette. Virginia Productions, 1982.


Climbing Cold Mountain Documentary. DVD.  Mirage Enterprises/Bona Fide 


Productions, 2005.
NOTE: Cite the medium (DVD, filmstrip etc.) before the name of the distributor.
Film

The Others. Dir. Alejandro Amenabar. Perf. Nicole Kidman, Fionnula Flanagan, 


and Christopher Ecclestone. Dimension Films, 2004.

Letter Received by the Author (Yourself)


Thomas, Bob. Letter to the author. 10 Jan. 2007.

NOTE: If the letter is email, identify it as “Email to the author.”

Interview by the Author (Yourself)

O’Connell, Amanda. Telephone interview. 7 Jan. 2007.

NOTE: If you conduct the interview in person, use the label Personal Interview.

Lecture, Speech, or Address


Angelou, Maya. Address. Opening General Sess. NCTE Convention. Adam’s Mark 

Hotel, St. Louis. 18 Nov. 1988.

Published Letter


Bottomley, Edwin. “To Father.” 6 Dec. 1843. An English Settler in Pioneer Wisconsin: The Letters of Edwin Bottomley. Ed. Milo M. Quaife. Madison: State Historical Society, 1918. 60-62.

Map or Chart


Wisconsin Territory. Map. Madison: Wisconsin Trails, 1988.

Cartoon


Trudeau, Garry. “Doonesbury.” Cartoon. Chicago Tribune 23 Dec. 1988, sec. 5:6.
WORKS-CITED ENTRIES

Electronic Sources
Remember to check all spacing against the following guidelines:

1. Begin each entry flush with the left margin; indent additional lines five spaces. 

2. Double-space between all lines on the Works-Cited page. 

3. Single-space after each period in a Works-Cited entry.

In-Text Citations

Because Internet sources typically have no page or paragraph numbers, and Web sites often list no author, people are often confused about how to refer to these sources within their papers. The answer is to cite the author's name whenever possible, and use the source's title otherwise (or a shortened version of the title). If no page or paragraph number is provided, leave that portion of the citation blank. Keep in mind that the primary purpose of an in-text citation is simply to point readers to the correct entry on the "Works Cited" page.

Elements of On-Line Entry

1. Author or editor (Last name, First name, ed. for editor) NOTE: The editor's name follows the title in an entry for a project or database. 

2. Title of article, page, posting (followed by the description "On-line posting") 

3. Title of book and printed version information (if part of a book) 

4. Title of the site, database, periodical, etc., or a description such as Home page 

5. Version, volume, issue, or other identifying number 

6. Date posted (or last update) 

7. Name of subscription service, and name and location (city) of library where accessed 

8. Listserv or forum name 
9. Number of pages (pp.) or paragraphs (pars.), if numbered 

10. Sponsoring organization 
11. Date accessed 
12. Electronic address (or URL or keyword of the subscription service) 
NOTE: If a URL is quite long and complicated, simply give the site's search page or home page URL.

If certain items do not apply or are not available, do not include them. 

Format of On-Line Entry

Author or editor. "Title." Book title. Printed version
     information. Site title. Volume or issue number. Date
     posted. Name of subscription service, library name and
     location. Listserv name. 00 pp. Sponsoring organization.
     Date accessed <Electronic address>.

Sample Citations

Web Site (Professional)

ESPN.com. 10 Nov. 1999. ESPN Internet Ventures.

     24 Nov. 1999 <http://espn.go.com>.

 

Article Within a Web Site

Devitt, Terry. "Flying High." The Why Files. 9 Dec. 1999.

     University of Wisconsin, Board of Regents. 4 Jan. 2000

     <http://whyfiles.news.wisc.edu/shorties/kite.html>.

 

Article Within a Web Site (Anonymous)

"Becoming a Meteorologist." Weather.com. 12 Nov. 1999. The

     Weather Channel. 24 Nov. 1999 <http://weather.com/

     learn_more/resources/metro.html>.

Note: When line length forces you to break a Web address, always break it after a slash mark.

 

Web Site (Personal)

Hamilton, Calvin J. Views of the Solar System. 12 Nov. 1999

     <http://solarviews.com/eng/homepage.htm>.

Note: When a professional or personal site has no title, use the description "Home page" without an underscore.

 

On-Line Government Document

United States. U.S. Census Bureau. Poverty in the United States: 1998. Sept. 1999. 12 Nov. 1999 <http://www.census.gov/prod/99pubs/p60-207.pdf>.

Article from On-Line Computer Service (Also in Print)

Williams, Vanessa. "D.C. Votes to Limit Teenage Drivers:

     Council Sets 18 as Minimum Age for Full License."

     Washington Post 3 Nov. 1999, final ed.: A1. National

     Newspapers. ProQuest. Gateway Technical College, Elkhorn

     Campus Library. 12 Nov. 1999 <http://proquest.umi.com/

     pdqweb>.


NOTE: When you use a library to access a subscription service, include the name of the database if known (underlined), the service, and the library, all before the date of access. Then give the Internet address for the home page of the service, if you know it.

 

Article from On-Line Computer Service (Volume Number Included)

"Senate Approves New Alternative Fuel." National Petroleum

     News 90.9 (Sept. 1998): 36 (1/6p.). MasterFILE Premier.

     EBSCOhost. Lynchburg Public Library. 12 Nov. 1999

     <http://www.ebscohost.com>.

 

Archived Posting to a Discussion List

Matthews, Robert. "Legally Banning Puppy Mills." On-line

     posting. 15 Nov. 1996. People Caring for Animals

     Conference. 20 Feb. 1998 <http://www.vet.ucd.ca/

     animalscience/pcac/ PUP_MILL.txt>.


Note: When citing a posting, place the subject line in quotation marks and use it as the title. Place the name of the discussion list (People Caring . . . ) after the date of the on-line posting.

 

Scholarly Project

New England Folklore Project. Ed. Marcia Farnsworth.

     May 1997. Indiana U. 12 Sept. 1997 <http://www.

     indiana.edu/~mtf/nefp/>.


Note: The name of the project (underlined) is followed by the name of its editor, the date of electronic publication, the sponsoring organization (Indiana U.), your date of access, and the electronic address.

 

Book in a Scholarly Project

Arndt, Jefferson. Tales from Penobscot Bay. New York:

     Fawcett, 1985. New England Folklore Project. Ed. Marcia

     Farnsworth. May 1997. Indiana U. 20 Nov. 1997

     <http://www.indiana.edu/~mtf/nefp/arndt/tales.html>.


Note: The entry begins with the original publication information for the book.

 

Articles in Reference Databases

"Astronomy." Collier's Online. Vers. 97.2.2. 1997. Collier's

     Encyclopedia. 14 Jan. 1998 <http:// www.ce.com:362>.


Carlyle, Lois. "Weeping for the Universe?" Rev. of Exploiting

     the Cosmos, by Charles Lindsey. Houston Herald 15 Nov.

     1997, sec. B:6. Human Rights Opinions On-Line. 1997.

     Human Rights Publications, Inc. 17 Nov. 1997 <http://

     search.humanrightspub.com/books/97/11/15/reviews/971115.

     15carlyle.html>.


NOTE: This last entry begins with original publication information and ends with the name of the on-line database (underlined), the year of electronic publication, the name of the sponsoring company, your date of access, and the electronic address.

 

Book in an Electronic Text Repository

Austen, Jane. Sense and Sensibility. Ed. Roald Nielsen.

     Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1962. Cambridge Text Archive.

     16 Feb. 1996 <ftp://etext.cam.ac.uk.au/cta/>.


NOTE: This entry begins with original publication information and ends with the name of the repository, your date of access, and the electronic address.

 

E-Mail Message

Toshner, David. 22 Feb. 1998. E-mail to the author.

     25 Feb. 1998.


NOTE: This entry begins with the name of the e-mail writer and the date the message was sent, and ends with the description "E-mail to the author" and your date of access.
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